
Obtain Marriage Certificate

and prepare court

application (Statement of

Claim or Petition) for a

divorce

Decide if filing

Sole or Joint

Take divorce application to court

registry for filing (The registry

opens a file and returns the

original or true copies to you.)

Registry notice filed and

cleared by the Central

Divorce Registry in Ottawa.

Up to 8 weeks.

Sole applicants only: Serve the

divorce papers on your

spouse.

Check with the registry to

determine if the Clearance

Certificate from the Central

Divorce Registry in Ottawa is

ready

Sole applicants only: Wait the

required period to see if your

spouse files a response. If

your spouse files a response

contesting the Petition, you

should consult a lawyer.

7 to 60 days (depending on

your province or territory and

where your spouse lives).

If your spouse does not file

a response or if you are

proceeding jointly, prepare

documents for the

application for the Divorce

Order or Judgment. Have

your Affidavits sworn by a

notary or commissioner of

oaths.

Take the documents to the

court registry. The registry

checks the documents and

rejects or accepts them.

The registry puts your

file before a judge,

who will accept or

reject them. (You may

have to appear before

the court in some

provinces)

Retrieve the Divorce Order

or Judgment from the

registry or wait for it to be

mailed to you by the court.

If they were rejected,

review the comments,

correct them, and return

the documents to the

registry.

If the Documents were accepted and

the Divorce Order was signed, wait 31

days before applying for the Divorce

Certificate. (In some provinces and

territories the court mails the certificate

to you without an application).

(1 to 2 weeks)
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